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Minutes of the Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council meeting held on
Monday 13t January 2025 in Aldington Village Hall at 7:30pm.

Present: Councillors; L Harman (Chair), L Guy, P Hannabuss, S Wagstaff and J
Weatherall.

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk
Also present 2 residents.

Apologies for absence:
Councillors R Boulding, H Stebbings and G Taylor.

Declarations of interest:
There were no declarations of interest.

Sellindge Synchronous Condenser:

Following the Christmas break there have been some delays in the works as the
footings were flooded and there have been delays in the preparation of calculations
slowing down the planning. There will be some low level concrete works over the
coming weeks. It is possible that an application may be made for extended working
hours to make up for the delays.

Solar:
The appeal hearings for the EDF Church Lane application commence on 4t
February at the Civic Centre.

With regards to the NSIP application for Stonestreet Green the next scheduled
hearings are for the week commencing 24" February.

Public Participation:
A resident raised the issue of lines restricting parking, the request has been made to
Kent Highways, a site visit is awaited.

Neighbourhood Watch:
Report attached.

Ashford Borough Councillor’s Report:

The Devolution Paper was published on 16" December which proposes the
restructuring of District and County Councils and the appointment of Mayors. This
will bring further powers and funding to the area. Kent County Council have
submitted a request to be considered as a priority to the Government.

Minutes:
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 91" December 2024 were
submitted, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.

Chairman’s Report:

Parking issues continue within the Parish as in many areas photographs have been
submitted to the team at Ashford Borough Council however they can only take
matters forward if they see the offence.

962



1578.

1579.

1580.

1581.

1582.

1583.

It was suggested that a litter pick is organised for the spring as there appears to be a
lot more litter about.

Finance:

Schedule of payments:

Payee Purpose Amount

Staff costs £2.754.87

Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £990.00

Aldington Village Hall Room Hire £90.00
Resolved:

1. To authorise the payment of the items in the schedule of payments
2. To authorise the transfer of £4,000.00 from deposit account to current
account.

Finance, Quarterly review:

Report ABPB/2016/016 brings to the Parish Council an update on the financial
standing against its budget at the end of the third quarter of the financial year as well
as the current position of its reserves.

Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report ABPC/24/016
2. To receive and note the financial position at the end of the third quarter
of the financial year.

Planning Committee:
3 applications were considered:

Harrington Cottage, change of use from care home to residential dwelling, no
objection subject to compliance with the dark skies policy.

2 separate applications for Boat Nursery for the change of use , both strongly
objected to on the grounds of traffic, noise and landscape impact.

Community Resilience Planning:
Councillor Guy to meet with the Village Hall Management Committee and the
organisers of the Hub.

Events Committee:
The annual fete will take place on 24" August, the dog show is already confirmed.
Volunteers are required to assist with the organisation.

Quarry Field and Pond:
The clearance of the pond will take place in the next couple of weeks subject to
weather conditions. The willow trees will be cut down and shredded on site to be

963



1584.

1585.

1586.

1587.

1588.

used on the footpaths. A quotation is being sought for an all weather footpath round
the pond and a viewing platform.

Aldington Meadows:

The contractor has confirmed that there will be successful access to the old tennis
court if the shall oak tree next to the zip wire is removed. The Contractor has also
requested that he be allowed to burn the vegetation on site.

Items for information:

There will be an Eat Well Spend Less Wellbeing Event at the Village Hall on
February 26" between 10am and 2pm. Posters will be displayed to advertise the
event.

Exclusion of the Public and Press:

That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Public and
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the
meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential
nature of the business to be conducted.

Grounds Maintenance:

Report ABPC/24/017 advised that the Grounds Maintenance Contract is due for
renewal.

Resolved:
1. To receive and note Report ABPC/24/017
2. To receive and note the detail of the tenders
3. To award the contract for a two-year period commencing 15t April 2025 to
Aspire Landscape Management subject to confirmation of weekly play
inspections.

Councillor H Stebbings:

Resolved: to provide leave of absence until 315t March 2025.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:40pm.
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REPORT TO ALDINGTON & BONNINGTON COUNCIL JANUARY 2025

May | open by saying | hope all councillors and your families had a wonderful Christmas
and may | wish you all a very Happy Healthy New Year.

| apologise | am unable to be with you this first meeting of 2025, as | am at another
meeting.

At the next meeting in February, | will bring forward my personal action plan for 2025
and how It fits into the overall strategy and picture for Aldington.

Well done! for producing a newsletter and thank you for the space, it provides a vital
communication to residents many of which may only have a landline phone
Throughout 2024 the Community events in the village hall were another essential link in
the overall Neighbourhood Watch strategy. The coffee mornings on Wednesday have
been fantastic and | will support them whenever | can, and try along with you,the
council, to get some younger residents to pop along.

In late 2024, at another council’s meeting, | had a bruising and frank exchange with the
senior officer for Ashford Police and one of my points | raised was the complete lack of
attendance at both Parish and Community Council meetings. Sadly, my challenges and
questions led to the officer making a complaint which | robustly defended. My record
and performance are there to be examined by anyone. It is unacceptable to me for the
hours | put as a volunteer in that since the launch of the new Policing Model for Kent
Police in June 2023 we have not had a Beat Officer visit the council. Colleagues from the
Rural Team have enjoyed coming to the coffee mornings but the lack of attendance at
council meetings in 18 months by a Beat Officer is unacceptable. Yes, crime is low, but |
wanted an officer bedded in and settled and known before a number of larger projects
in the area take off.

| was disappointed to be told by KALC representatives that the attendance at their
meetings has also dropped away in the last 3 months of 2024. These are incredibly
important meetings | am at a loss that officers cannot attend.

Sine me raising the issues | have now heard that at last some councils are being
approached to forward their meeting dates for 2025. Also, a new list of officers covering

areas is on the police web site.
If you type in Saxon Shore on the Kent Police web site, the following comes up.

Saxon Shore

Q@ View onamap
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| await to see how the year unfolds.

Katie Reed

Sergeant

Brandon Harris
PCSO

Ricki Apps
PCSO

Adele Tyrer

Temporary Sergeant

Catherine Stevens
Community Liaison Officer - PSE

Emmanuel Dalli
PC

James Murrell
PC

Jason Bushell
Acting Inspector

Josh Wheatley
PC

Scott Packman
PC

Tim Moody
PC

As always thank you for all your support both for the Neighbourhood Watch work and for
me personally and | look forward to seeing you all very soon

Regards
Peter

Peter New
Community Neighbourhood watch.
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